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fo Encounter

HumBLE TOURSELVES IM THE SIGHT OF THE LORD anD
He wiLlL UFT vou Up.

—Janies 4:10

hat does it mean to encounter God? Is 1t

only when Jesus appears nght in front of

our eyese Can anyone encounter the Lard,

or are encounters reserved for those whao
have positions up front, such as pastars and leaders?

When you encouncer someone, you Lome upnn DT meet
the person. Encaunter may be hoped for and desired, bat it
is unplanned, unexpected, or brief. Encountering God is like
that We cannot force Qod to meet with us or limit Him. He
comes to those He wishes to meer, regardless of cheir pesi-
Lion, in any way He wants. So many people get frustrated be-
cause they're locking for Jesus ra appear to them face to face,
and they refuse to acknowledge anything less. We miss many
simple encounters when the Spirit of the Lord is speaking to
us or directing us.




& « INVITATION TO ENCOUNTER

For years | wanted to supernaturally meet God. | wanted
to experience Him in a very real and tangible way. | always
loved hearing conference speakers refate their encounters with
the Lord and how they would be taken up to heavenly places.
They would see angels. They would speak to the Lord. | longed
for all of that. | would ask God, “Why not me?”

Hoved reading the scriptures about encountering the Lord.
I would read them time and again. | would pray them. | want-
ed to know the mysteries of His heart for us, His thuughts to-
ward us, and the secrets He holds. .- y
| figured i could never go wrong
if | prayed His Word, so | would
pray Revelation 4.1 over and over
again. .

After these things| looked, and .- - °
behold, a door standing open in_ "
heaven. And the first voice whuch.;f‘r'”
heard was like a trumpet spealun_!f""'
with me, saying, "Come up herg), ;:.Jr i
and | will show you things wi-nch, )
must take place after this.” .

There is a door open in Heaven and there is an invitation
to come up and encounter God. This is not an order from an
unfeeling, uninvolved father or a command from an emation-
less superior, but an invitation from someone who embodies
desire. And it is more than an invitation to simply come; it
Is an invitation te come wp, to ascend. The Greek word for
“come” is anabaino. It is not a one-time action, sa it carries a
lot of weight. Amabuine means o approach, ta attain, and to
be lifted up, and the word carries the idea of doing it continu-
ally. “Repetitive attainment with intensity” might be a good

Humility: The Patfway fa Encounter + 9

: ;’ytn say it. The door 15 open in Heaven for us to come up
L d keep coming. We do not have to beg God to open the

a..;mr or to ler us come. The door is wide open—almost as if
.'||: were not able 1o close—and the invitation is already in our

b hands. Our task is to reach.

| knew this scripture that | had prayed often had been giv-

. en to the Apostle John, but one day, as we were singing this

scripture ar the internatdonal House of Prayer in Kansas City
(IHOP-KC), | felt a shift happen in my heart. After singing che
verse a few times, | began to personalize ic for myself. “There is
an open door for me. I will come up.”

Something deep inside my soul cried our, “This is for me.
| want this encounter. | want to ga up. | will not stop asking.
Whartever | must do to get through this door, take me, God. |
am Yours.” From that moment, | began praying this verse from
Revelaton many times each day. Whenever my eyes opened,
whether it was in the middle of the night or the next marning,
this prayer was the first thing out of my mouth, week after
week for months on end.

Little did | realize that the Lord would lead me ta this open
door through one specific pathway: the pathway of humility.
Having humility means so much more than going as low as
you can. It means embracing the lowest place and finding
great joy there—in the last place, in the place of demation and
in the place of being overlaoked.

Humiliy: this word embodied the Man Jesus when He

.. walked the earth, Humnility is the place of grear encounter with

Him, and it was my pathway to the door standing open in






