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PRERARE. THE WAY (o8 Gt Ot of the HWey')

rejected churches because of the perceived lack of
relevance and sensitivity of churches to human need?

i had an experience recently that brought this trend home to
me, literally. As a child, T used to attend Vacation Bible Schaal
every summer in a little, idyllic American-village church near my
home. Our town was far from any big city, with very little plural-
ism ar multi-ethnicity. [ remember going to these summer Bible
lessons, playing with friends, and learning basic Bible stories.

Recently, 1 happened to be driving in that same quaint, old neigh-
borhood and thought I would drive by this small country church that
was such a source of memories of my early spiritual formation.

As [ approached the church, | noticed that the cross was no
longer on the top of the steeple. | slowed my car at the front of the
building and read the sign. It said “Center for the Practice of East-
ern Religion” Whatever happened to small-town Judeo-Chrisiian
heritage? America is changing!

AND Deriver LIS FroM.. . RELIGION

Retigion is insidious because it reduces the supreme loving, lib-
erating force in the universe to a series of "aughts and “shoulds”
that have no power to produce true change in a life. It sounds like a
cliché, but il is true that the greatest power in the world is love,
The source of pure love is God. But religion has portrayed Ged as
a harsh, unloving taskmaster who is more concerned with actions
than attitudes. God certainly does care about actions, but Scrip-
ture is crvstal clear that a holy life flows out of a pure and clean
heatt. Jesus tanght us that the sick need a dector, not the healthy
{see Luke 5:31). King David wrote, “Behold, You desire truth in the
inward parts, and in the hidden part You will reake me to know
wisdom” {Ps. 51:6 NKTV).

Passion for fesus

Pread religion, this plat of hell, has decp and long-lasting impact.
For example, one of the maost difficult areas in the world today for
evangelism is post-Reformation Furope. Europe, once the home to
holy revalutianaries like Wvycliffe, Hus, Luther, Knox, Wesley, and
others, has been so burned out on religion that Christianity is essen-
tially regarded with cold indifference, and paganism is on the rise.

I believe the next generation will not tolerate a Christianity that
is not wholly authentic. There will simply not be time or effort in-
vested in churches or institutions that sound and look shallow and
plastic. There is a tremendous ancinting of discernment on this
generation, even those not cansciously in relationship with God.
They possess an instinctive quest for the real thing. This discern-
ment ferrets cut insincerity and thirsts for the genuine,

This generation will have the blessing of honesty. They will
not prophesy “peace, peace...when there is no peace” just to
maintain a status quo Sunday morning service. (See Jeremiah
6:14.) They would rather admit spiritual emptiness and despera-
tion, and begin before God and one another in a place of honesty,
than play the part of the counselors’ lauding the emperor’s new
clothes. A hunger for a real individual and corporate spirilual life
will become their driving force. It will replace the deeply inbred
"oupht” of going through religious motion. Tt will release a cry
a_r_ld a demand lifted up in the land for life.

Heaven answers those kinds of prayers.

This will have tremendous impact on the inslitutional church.
This driving thirst for spiritual life will directly oppase the apa-
thetic deadwood who want to mainlain church as usual. Pastors
and boards will be presented with a terrible quandary. The pres-
ent church leadership, seeking survival, may decide simply to pla-
cate the faithfully attending and tithing Sunday morning crowd.
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