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For Anui.

Sweethedrt, pou are every bil as wise
and beauriful as the heroine of this baak,
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to have pou at my side.
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CHAPTER 1

AT

DIFFERENCE

An unused life is an early death.
—Johann Weolfgang von Goethe

How wonderful it ts that nobody need wari
; ~ asingle moment before starting

il _ tn improve the world.?

5 —Anne Frank

“The news is reporting that Benuzir Bhutto has been assas-
sinated.”

| } I hang up my cell phaone and immediately headed toward a
: television. Az I did, my mind Bashed to the recent memory of sit-
ting at lunch with Mrs. Bhutlo, the former Prime Minister of Pak-
istan, at the Presidential Palace in Kiev, Ukraine. We were balh
speakers at the Inaugural Summit on Peace and Tolerance. I had
been privileged 1o share two private meals with her, and also had
.1' several other opportunities for conversation during that three-
' day conference, which had taken place just eight months earlier.

I had been warching now for many weeks, along with the
Test of the world, as she had rrivmphantly returned to Pak-
istan and wuas standing up against the government, calling
for fair and demacratic elections. Now, warching (he news
caverage of her death on the screen in front of me felr.. it
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THE CRY (OF MORDECAI

feit surreal, Certainly I did nor know her as a close friend; and
wvet, having spent time with ber as she shared her story with me,
the tagedy being played out on the 1elevision in iront of my eves
seemed unbelievable. The juxtaposition of remembering a per-
sanal lunch with someone who was sharing ahout her children
and personal aspirations over coffee, and seeing now a world
Jeudoer assassinated, was mind-numbing.

She told me that her native Pakistan had been filled with
turmoil and unrest “lorever, i1 seemed.” Her father, brother,
and uncle had all been killed. When we were togecher in May
2007, she was still living in political exile, dividing her time
berween England (where her son, Eilawal, was studying at
Christ Church Oxford), and Dubai, United Arab Emirates,
from where she was attempting to stage her political return
to Pakistan., She had spoken glowingly and with obvicus
pride abour her son, whose image 1 now saw on the screen,
mourning heside his mnther’s lifeless body.

S5he was a strong woman, completely dedicated ro her
cause. Believing that the [ale of her people rested in the de-
cisions she did or did not make, she chose to turn her back
on the comforrable life in the West—where she could have
given speeches and written hooks abount her expedence as
the first and only woman to he elecled Prime Minisier of an
Islamic nation—and return to her homeland to fulfill what
she helieved was her destiny. In sn doing, she knew that her
death was very possible, and perhaps likely.

This was a woman, a wile, a mother, a leader who chose 10
fight the forces of radicalism and extremism within Islam, who
chose tp hear anathet call and take a difficult path,

It is not hard to draw comparisons between the late Benazir
Bhutto and the hiblical Escher, Queen of Persia. Both gifted,
intelligent, beautiful voung women who found themselves in
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high-level pasitions of nutional influence at a time when much
was at stake. Like Benazir, Esther was a woman who tock a srund
[or her people. Her brave actions ultimately saved the Israelite
nation irom extinction. These twa women had other options in
life, but cthey chose t live for the greater good.

Over the past several years of my life, [ have been ab-
sulutely captivated by the story nf Esther. who was an evervday,
ordinary girl, with nuthing (other thun her beauty) remarkabie
aboul her She possessed no gualities that would set her apart
for greatness or palitical involvement or national leadership.
She was an average person who fovund herself in an hiscoric,
world-changing moment. She discovered, through the persist-
ent voice of her Uncle® Mardecai, that the events uf her life,
which hud brought her to the palace at that particular poing in
histery, were nut arbitrary. She had been positioned by an un-
seen hand for a vet unknown purpose.

Men and women throughout history and today have chosen
to make a difference in their world—both for good and for
evil. Have you ever thought about how the monumental events
of history are inextricably linked with the names, faces, and
life sturies of commonplace, flesh-and-bloed peaple? No one
can tell their children the story of the American Revolution
without mentioning the name of Paul Revere. It’s impossible
to remember the events of 9/11 without envisioning the pass-
port photos of the 19 hijackers who flew the planes into the
Twin Towers that Tuesday murming in New York City.

One individual life matters. One individual’s choice makes a
difference. My life, your life, eur lives, and the chpices we make
every day about how we use the gilt of life we have been Eiven,
make so much more of an impact than we realize. Yor beller or
worse, history really does change becanse regulur, evervday pen-
Ple—mothers, fathers, workers, teachers, gmndparents—make
decisions to use the resources they have been given to effect
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THE CRY OF MORDECAT

change in the world around them. The doors of history hinge on
the extraprdinary decisions of ordinary people.

THE DCGORS OQF HISTORY HINGE
o ON THE EXTRAORDINARY DECT- o
SIONS OF ORDINARY PEQOP'LE.

OrENNG THE DOOR

It is not a difficult task o prove how history changes, for
better or worse, becaunse ordinary people make principled
decisions. '

How much lonper would slavery have been tolerated if
William Wilberforce hadn® won his 20-year-long battle to end
the British slave trade? The 2007 film, Amazing Grace, was a
tribute 10 his Christian faith that prompted him to become
passionate about social refarm. He and others campaigned for
an end to the trade in which British ships were carrying inno-
cent penple from Africa, in terrible conditions, to the West In-
dies as gands ta be hought and sald. Wilkrerforce lobbied with
degged determination for 18 years, and despite the canstant
censure of his peers in Parliament, he insistently pushed for
anci-slavery motinns until surcess was won.?

We all think of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as the towering
prisphednc leader of the dvil rights movement. A powerful, well-
educated orator, he had the charsma to lead perhaps the most
massive social justice movement in our nation's history. But don’t
forget that it is Rosa Parks who is nationally recognized as the
“mother of the modern-day civil rights moevement™ in the United
Scartes. Born the davghrer of a carpenter and a teacher, Rosa
grew up (o also hecome a teacher and married Raymond Parks, a
harber. Tugether they worked behind the scenes through organi-
zalions 10 improve the conditions of their people. Her refusal to
surrender her seat to a white male passenger on a Montgomery,

Dne Life Makes All the Difference

Alabama, bus in 1955 triggered a wave of protests that reverher-
ated throughout the country. The simple, courageous acl of a
commonplace schaolteacher changed America, i15 view of
African Americans, and redirected the course of world events.

After seeing the conditions outside her classroom
window, Mother Teresa left the convent schonl where she had
been teaching to devore herself en working among the poor in
the slums of Calcutta. She depended on “Divine Providence”
and stareed an open-air school for disadvantaged children.
From humble beginnings, Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu (Morher
Teresa’s given name)} dedicated her every thought, desire,
and breach to helping the poor. She eventually established
the Sociely of Missionaries thar has spread worldwide,
including former Soviet Union and Eastern European
countries, providing assistance 1o needy families in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America. The religious order left in place
by thiz one fuithful woman now offers relief work in the wake
of natural catastrophes, such as floods, epidemics, and
famine. The arder has hnuses in North America, Europe, and
Australia, where they care for shut-ins, alcoholics, homeless,
and ATDS sufferers.®

The power to make choices thal impact the divection of his-
tory applies not ooly to lives committed to righteous causes, hur
also to those advancing purposes of wickedness. Homankind's
naniral tendency, when not tempered by the transforming power
of absolute truth, is te Lust for power and self-gratification. Many
in history (and many today) succumb to the evil inclinations
within their souls and are led by these tendencies to make a dil-
ference in their worlds as well.

In the late 1970s, Pol Pot and his Khmer Rouge party, a
prime example of the staggering evil that knman nature can
generate, killed more than a millien Cambudians “to create an
idealized agrariun commuaist society.” Along the way, he
crushed :-.m:i:a!. insttutions such as banking and religion to
reach his goal ®
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