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however, the afternoun skies were blackening as the atten-
dants filed inlo their seats for worship.

Partway into the service it became clear that this would
be more than a Nuvember rain shower. The distant rum-
bling of thunder grew progressively louder, and the gentle
sprinkles turned into a downpour. Bonnie was in the midst
of giving testimony to a time the Lord had visited her on
her birthday. Her story, which included hilarious personal
antics, described an outpouring of the river of the Haoly Spirit
inta a stuffy religious church setting. She moved among the
first few raws of the audience describing animatedly the
wavs God will come into our lives to loose us fram religicus
bondage and oppression of the enemy.

At first the wind and sudden bursts of torrential rain addad
drama to Bonnie's story. At one point she even Jaughed out
loud when thunder and lightning just beyand the cloth walls
seemed to accent her point. But then the storm grew in even
greater fury. Fierce winds pushed heavier bands of rain into
the sides of the tent. People quickly gathered their things to
keep them nut of the water rising under their teet. Bonnie
seerned not to notice the growing danger and continued to
preach in concert with the drama of the storm. T began (o
pray quietly for direction as the tent seemed on the verge of
collapsing. The uneasy andience looked anxiously to Bonme
and me to see what they should do.

Twas able to catch Bonnic's attention and stood up ta speak
into the microphone; *There has been a record drought in
North Carolina. Tenight, I think God is blessing this place.
In the natural and in the spiritual, let the rain of the Holy
Spirit come. He has said through the prophet Joel, T will
pour put my Spirit upon all flesh and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy’ S50 we thank You, Father!” The
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G2 WORD FROM THE GLORY

congregation replied with praise and some weak clapping.
And the storm bore down.

With nowhere to run and nothing but thrashing canvas
between the congregation and ihe storm, I searched tor di-
rection and wisdom in the face of pending disaster. In the
midst of chaas, from the waves of the glory that had sur-
rounded me the previous day on the treadmill, there came
a worg.

in an instant [ understood and said, “Shalom?

At that moment, before hundreds of witnesscs, the storm
was completely stilled.

As soon as the word left my lips—not in ten seconds or

_ twenty seconds or a minute, but at that instant—the raging

storm ceased over the whole regior. No mere wind, no more
rain. One word from the glory and Gods perfect shalom
ruled aver the natural elements. The same glory that su-
rounded me as I comruned with God, the same glory that
resurrected the Jittle bee, was present to calm the storm.

A shout of amazed relief and praise for deliverance went
up to God. The congregation joined Bonnie and me in sing-
ing the words from a song given by the Spirit when the
shekinah cloud of God’s glory manifested during a healing

sETVice:

Now the Lurd is the Spirit, and

Where the Spirit of the Lord is,

‘There is Liberty, Liberty, Liberty.
The Testimony of the Kingdom

The morning after the storm assailed ns, newscasters re-
ported it as the warst the region had experienced in seventy
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