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Dedication

I dedicate this book to our Lord Jesus Christ, our
teacher and model for prayer, and to my wife LaVerne
and my family. To everyone who reads this book—may
vou find great joy in daily prayer.
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Lord, Teach Us To Pray

Lixk Jesvs tavcHaT His DISCIPLES

v wife, LaVerne, and 1 and a smalt team of young
Mleaders ploneered a new church in rural Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, in 1980 that grew into a
church of more than 2,300 within ten vears, It was a miracle, I had
na seminary training. I had been a chicken farmer in love with
Jesus, wha just wanted o lead voung people to Christ. In 1998, we
felt we should decentralize our church into eight local churches in
Pennsylvania and start a worldwide church plantng movement,
Taday, by the grace of God, our family of churches, DHOVE Chris-
tian Fellowship International, spans six continents of the world.

Despite this amazing growth, for much of my life I struggled
Lo Qrow it rﬁy praver life. Certainly, 1 praved every day. I some-
times went to ali-night prayer meetings. I preached about prayer,
and vet I knew there was something desperately missing in my
praver life. Then T had an experience that changed my life in
Prayer.

Six years ago [ went to Uzbekistan and met with leaders of
the underground church where persecutron happens in the form
of fines, loss of jabs, interrogation, and imprisonment. More often
than not, when I find myself in these settings, I feel that they have
s0 much more ro teach me than I can teach them, but they are tvp-
ically very eager to receive biblical instruction and traning,

Dn this particular occasion, after our team of three Christian
leaders had taughrt from the Scriptures, they asked us questions.
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Cne guestion penetrated to my core. “Tell us about your personal
prayer life,” one of the Uzbek Christian leaders asked."How much
time do you spend with the Lord each day?” I was suddenly
uncomfortable and deeply conwicted by God, I deferred the ques-
tion to one of the other tearm members to avoid furcther embarrass-
ment. [ knew immediately I had been weighed in the scales and
tound wanting, I left Uzbekistan with a deep conviction that [
must learn to pray. I fervently believed in prayer, at least I thoupht
I did. As I said, I tanght on praver, I went te all-night praver meet-
ings, I prayed daily, and T knew the importance of prayer in a
Christian’s life. I saw countless answers to prayer in my life and in
the lives of others. Bur prayer seetned to be such a chore for me.

I couldn’t help but think thar those people who raved abount
hew they loved to pray must have a special gift from God to pray.
Prayer was certainly not a joy far me. It was hard work, and
although [ had seasons of victory in prayer, for the most part, [
wasnt't as consistent at it as [ knew I personally needed to be.

I scanned back throvgh my memory of the several times I
had wvisited Seoul, Korea, and experienced passionate prayer at
Yoido Full Gospel Church, one of the largest churches in the
warld, where believers praved in unison in a swell that seemed 10
go directly ta Heaven. [ remembered sitting under Pastor Che's
tutelage as he exhorted us to pray for a minitnum of one hour each
day. I visited this church's “Praver Mountain” where thousands of
believers spent hours i prayver, many in seclusion. I was chal-
lenged, but I came home each time finding it hard to spend an
extended time in prayer.

My life was so busy; it seemed much too difficult to set aside
daldy time specifically for prayer. Whether T liked it or not, I was
one of those Western Christians whom Pastor Cho described as
vigorausly taking notes on his “church growth methods,” but apa-
thetically laying their pencils down when he spoke on “prayver.”
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PrAavYER INVOLVES ACTION

I finally came to a place where [ realized I didn’t really believe
in praver—or I would do ic!

Suppose you were told that you had a life-threatening illness
and a well-known doctor claimed to have a cure. You simply
needed 1o submit to His puidance and prescription. If you really
believed in this doctor and in his treatment, you would willingly
take action imumediately and do whatever he told vou o do. You
would act on that which you believed. You would visit him at his
office to start the process immediately! On the other hand, if you
didn’t really believe it, you would say, “Well, let’s think about it and
consider it some more. Perhaps we can discern if this doctor and
his cure is really as good as he claims it to be)”

For some time, this is the way 1 responded to prayver. 1
believed in prayer t my head, but there was a lack of action fo if,
I was a busy man, traveling and writing and spealdng.

Cn one occasion, I heard a well-known Christian leader say
that he does not need to pray very much because he has a team of
intercessars who pray for him. Ir sounded like 2 great plan to me!
I, too, had an excellent team of intercessors praving for me daily.
2o I depended on my intercessors to do much of the praving for
me. I more or less took the attitnde, " Well, they are praying, =o they
can do the hard praying, and I'll preach and write and train Chris-
tian leadecs!™

I finally came to the realization that if I really helieved in
prayer, I must take action. It's a fairly simple deduction. If we
believe in prayer, we will follow up on the belief through the action
of prayer, Dr. E. Stanley Jones emphasizes this common sense
logic:

In prayer you align yourselves to the purpose...of God
and He iz able to do things through youn that He couldn’t
do otherwise. Some things are left open, contingent upon
our domg chemt. If we do not do them, they will never be
done, ..except as we pray!
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When 1 wisit many of the nations and cities of rhe world
where believers are experiencing unprecedented revival, in every
case, I find a people who make praver a top priority. Two vears ago,
I was mimstering in Manaus, Brazil, where 10,000 new belizvers
were baptized in one day just a few months before T arrived. They
were experiencing revival of this magnitude as a result of passion-
are prayet.

This past year, I was asked to minister at The Vine in
Gononia, Brazil, 2 church that grew from a handful of people o
over 21,000 in eight years. They knew how to pray! It's lirtle won-
der why thev are experiencing exponential growth.

I have heen privileged to minister to some of the most influ-
ential leaders of the underground church in China, I noticed that
leaders of these underground churches came one half hour early o
each meering to prav. No one asked thern to come. They just came
and stood and prayed fervently for at least thirty minures before
cur meetings began, It should be no surprise that more then
25,000 people are coming to faith in Christ every day in the nation
of China! The Cliristians have learned to pray.

I've experienced powerful prayer meetings in East Africa
many times, My African brothers and sisters know how to pray! A
few years ago, I was in South Africa, near Johannesburg, where
people were giving their lives to Christ every week at every service.
The pastor invited me to join him so I could experience the secret
of the revival. An hour before the service, the pastor led the prayer
migeting by walking around the auditorium as hundreds followed
him, crying ourt to the Lord in prayer.

I ministered in Durban, South Africa, in the midst of 2 Mus-
lim srronghold. One of the pastors took me to the upper room of
the bulding, and showed me their secret, They had dedicated this
room for prayer as believers met to intercede day after day for their
city and their nation,

I was recently in Bulgaria in Eastern Europe, There was an
immeasurable sense of Gods presence in their Sunday morning
service. | experienced one of their secrets—they met in small
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groups all over the auditorium, long before the service began, to
passionately pray.

This past year [ was asked to minister at a mussionary confer-
ence in Waceo, Texas, at Antioch Community Church. More than
twa thousand had gathered together to receive rheir marching
orders from the Lord, Moreaver, there was a deep sense of God's
presence. And again, there was a deep deddication to prayer.

Everywhere I see (God moving in a sovereign way, [ see a com-
mon thread that runs through it. It is praver! In these revivals and
sovereipn moves of Gad, God’s people have learned to pray, And
yet, Christians often struggle with their prayer bives more than any
other area,

“Lorp, TEacx Us 10 Pray....”

In fact, it s an age old struggle. Two theusand vears ago,
Jesus' disciples seemed to have had the same problem in discover-
ing a passion for prayer. In Luke 11:1-4, one of His disciples came
to Jesus with a request, “Lord, teach us to pray...” (Luke 11:1).

‘There 15 nothing else recorded 1n the Gospels that the disc-
ples requested Jesus to teach them. They never asked Him to teach
them to perform miracles, heat the sick or to multiply bread and
fish. But they asked Him to teach them to pray. Why?

‘The disciples knew Jesus prayed to His Father daily with a
distinct intimacy, and they wanted it too! They had warched their
Master rising up early in the morning to spend time with His
Father. They saw Him going alone to pray late at night. Further-
more, they watched His life firsthand as He spoke with great wis-
dom, performed miracles and knew moment by moment what the
Father was calling Him o do. They witnessed Jesus praying often
and consistently, and they saw the results:

Very early in the morning, whzle it was still darl, Jesus got up,
left the house and went off to a solitary place, where He
proved (Mark 1:35).




