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DEDICATION

I dedicare this book to my wife L.aVerne, to my family, and to the
DCFI family worldwide, with whom we have had the privilege of
serving the Lord for nearly 30 years. This book s also dedicated to
every person who reads this book seeking o lay a strong spiritual
foundation in his or her life, And most importantly of all, this book
is dedicared to the One who has promiscd us thar He will build His
life in ws...our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom [ am eternally grareful.

For no other foundation can anyone lav than that which is
laid, whick is Jeses Christ (1 Carinthians 3:11 NKJV).
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ago, I warked i a Constriction crew,
l:hat the first step to building a hause is to put i & solid four-
dation. Likewise, aur Christian lives must be built on the sure foun-
dation of Jesus Christ. He is che foundation for the Christian faith:
“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one alveady laid,
which is Jesies Christ™ (1 Cor, 3:11), If we build on anything else, our
spicitual foundation is faulty and will collapse when tests and stonns
came our wav—and we can be sure they will come. If our founda-
tion is strong, we will be able to stand, no matter how hard the
winds blow,

This baok, and the nexr in this series, will help you continue to
build, once you lay the foundaton of a personal encounter wirh
Christ, wha claims, “T amz the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes 10 the Father except through Me™ {John 14:6),

Many people have a false understanding of whar it means tw be
Christian. Sowe people think that if you live in a *Christian narion,”
such as the United States, you are a Christian. Others think they are
Christians becausc their parents are Christians, Being a follower of

Jesus is not based on our ethnic or family background. It is based on
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DISCOVERING the BASIC TRUTIIS of CHRISTIANETY

a relationship. Knowing gbout Gad does not mean that vou know
Him personally. You may know about the Queen of Fngland, but
you probably do not know her personally. You cannot know God
without having a relationship with Him. Christianity is all zbount
having a relationship with the living God.

Liz was attracted to Chrisnanity when a neighbor moved in next
door. She recalls, “Judy alked about God In intimare rerms, and 1
could tell she really knew Him. She acted like (God lived in cthe house
with her™ Liz longed for that same relationship with God, so she,
too, viclded her life to Cheist,

The basic foundations tor a Christian®s life must be built on Jesus
Christ who wanrs to know us personally. In this book, we will come
to know that God is revealed 1o us through Jesus Christ:

Nowr this Is eternal life: that they may know You, the only
triee Gad, and fesus Christ, whow You bave sent (John 17:3).

GOD WANTS TO KNOW 175 PERSONAILLY

Ouwr universe and everyching in it has order and design. Its com-
plexity and beauty suggest an intelligent creator. God intended for
the beauty of the universe to point to Him (see Ps. 19:1). In Romans
1:20, the apastle Paul tells us that God has made Fimself known to
us through nature and an inner, instinerive recognition of God:

For since the creation of ihe world God's invisible quwali-
ties—His eternal power and divime natere—bave been
clearly seen, hoing wunderstood from what has been made, <a
thai men are without excuse (Romans 1:20),

[n nature, we find cvidence thar He exists, bur He rcally must be
accepted by faith:
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ITow o Build a Solid Foundation

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because amy-
one wha comes to Him must believe that He exists and that
He rewards those who carnestly seek 1lim (Hebrews 11:6).

If a person docs nor want to believe in Gad, he can find a mil-
lion rcasens not to believe. Yer, when vou think about it, ir really
takes more faith not to believe in God than it does to believe in [im.
Take a look ar a beautiful sunset or watch the power of waves crash-
ing onto the seashore—ic’s hard not w believe in God, a master
designer, who created all of it

Many people think of God as a distant, impersonat being, presiding
aver His crearion disinterestedly and intervening only when humans beg
[{im 1o act on their behalf. Such a view 1s entirely incorrect.

The Bible reveals a Gad who seeks humankind because He wants
to fellowship with them. God, the Creacor of the universe and Ruler
over it, who existed before the beginning of time, created humans in
His image. God said, “Let Us make man tn Our prage, aceording to
Owr fikeness...” {Gen, 1:26 NKJV). He wants mankind to reflect
His image. The Creator of the universe wants to have a personal
friendship and relationship with you! Tle wanrts you to know Him,
and He wants to be your closest friend.

This is baw God showed His fove among us: He sent bis one
and only Son futa the world that we might live ibrough Him
(1 John 4:9).

JESUS—THE OKNLY WAY TO GOD

We were creared to share in 3 close, loving relationship with God

fand onc another. Relationship is central o God. He ercated us ™




DISCOVERING the BASIC TRUTHS of CHRISTIANITY

Adam and Evc, created without sin and irn perfect fellawship with
God, rebelled against God in the Garden of Eden. When Satan
tempted them to cat the forbidden fruir from the only tree in the
(zarden that God commanded cthem to avaid, their sin of dischedi-
ence alienared them from God (see Gen. 3:6,14-19).

Did Ged leave mankind to perish in their sin? No! He loved
them and continued to reach out o them. in the Bible, we do not see

man sceking after God; we sce God reaching after man.
You did not choose me, but I chose you... {John 15:16).

But what possibility dees man have o know the eternal God?
God is infinite, all powerful, and all wise (see Isa. 40:12-18; 55:8-9).
How can we ever relate to such an awesome God? Tt is possible
through Jesus Christ. God took the initiative to reveal Himself in
Jesus Christ, He reached out to us through Christ. We can know the
Father through knowing Jesus. Jesus Himself said,

If you really knew Me, you would know My TFather as
twell. . .aryone wha bas seen Me bas seen the Eather.., (John
14:7,9).

When we see Jesus, we see Father God. We must accept and
believe in Jesus Christ in order to know God.

Same people say that there are many wavs ta God, but the Bible
15 ¢lear—no one can come t¢ God and go to Heaven except thraugh
Jesus Christ {see John 14:6; Acrs 4:12). The Bible tells us that not
evervone will be saved (sec Martt. 25:41-42) and that it really does

matter what we believe, regardless of how sincere we are {see Acts

7:22-31).

How o Build a ¥ofid Foxndation

We must belicve, by faith, thar Jesus is “the way and the truth
and the life,” because we can only come to God through Jesus Christ
{John 14:6).

REALIZE WIE'RE LOST 1IN 5IN

In order to be made right in God’s eves, we need to first realize
thac we are lost:

For ali bave sinned and fall shovt of the glory of God
{Romans 3:23).

We have all sinned. The word sin literally means to miss the
mark [of God’s perfect willl.' It would be highly unlikely for a per-
son practicing target shooting to hit the bull’s eye every time. Every
now and then, he or she will miss. 5in misses the mark of God’s per-
fect will—as revealed in His Word, the Bible—and separates us from
Gad. All of us have disobeved God. Jesus came to solve the sin prob-
lem of mackind. He first convicts us, or makes us aware, of our sin:

He will convict the world of guilt in regard io sin... {John

16:8),

Someone once asked DLL. Moody, an evangelist in the 1% cen-
tury, how God could reject him if he had only one or two litele sins.
Moody responded by saying that, if a man is trying to pull himself
up on 2 oot by holding onto a chain, it only takes one weak link to

& cause him to fall to the ground. The other links may be in perfect
i condition, It only takes ane sin ta cause us to spend etetnity sepa-
frated from God.! Moody was right. Even one sin separates us from

daod. God loves us, but He hates sin.

j:  Sin is like cancer. If one of my family members had skin cancer
:__-1 his arm, every time [ would sce it, I would bate it. That is haw




