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DEDICATION

| dedicate this book to my wife LaVerne, to my family, and to the
DCFI family worldwide, with wham we have had the privilege of
serving the Lord for nearly 30 years. This book is also dedicated to
every person who reads this book seeking to lay a strong spiritual
toundation in his or her life. And most impartantly of all, this book
is dedicated ta the Onc who has promised us thar He will build His
life in vs...our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom I am cternally graveful.

For no otber foundation can anyone lay than that which is
laid, which is fesus Christ {1 Corinthians 3:11 KKJV).
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' er’s imagine thar you are jogging down a street in Washington
] D.C. and the President of the Unired States jogs by. You hail him
245 with a greeting, “Hello, Mr. President.” Does the president know
. vou? Do you know him? Probably not. You may know all about the
president, bue ics one thing 1o know a lot of facts abour him; it's a
257 different thing to actually know him personally.
269 In the same way, many people know all about God, but they
281 don’t really know Him in a personal way. God is mfinite, the
Creator of the universe, the original Being, the sovereign Ruler of all
295

that is. No one creared Him [sec Acts 17:23-25); He has alwavs been
around and will continue eternally unchanged {see Hehb. 13:8). How
can we pet to know this infinite God when we are but finire

humans? 1ow can our minds even begin to comprehend Him?

We can get to know God through Jesus Christ. God has made
- Himseif known through Jesus, He is made real to us through a rela-
b tionship with His Son, whom He sent to earth to do His will. Jesus
L tame to personally encounter us and die for our sins so that we can
fi: bve forever: “Now this is eternal life: that they wmay know you, the
konky true God, and Jesus Christ, whowm you bave sent™ (John 17:3).
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EUILDING YQUE LITE e the BASIC TRUTHS of CHRISTIANITY

According to the Bible, eternal life involves getring ro know,
cominune with, and fellowship with our God wha is made known
through His Son Jesus Christ, whom He sent. God wanes o know
us personally! In this book, we're going o learn how to fellowship
with God through meditating on God’s Ward and praying and wor-
shiping Him. We will discover how to develop an intimate relation-
ship with Gad through Jesus Christ.

Beforchand, however, it is important to understand who God is.
We believe in and warship ene God. When God spoke ta Moses in
the ancient days, He revealed Himself as One. Centuries later, when
Jesus was asked to chaose the greatest commandment, Jesus quoted
those same words of [ong ago: *...Hear, O Isvael, the Lord onr God,
the Lord iz one™ (Matrk 12:29),

The Bible clearly teaches that there is only one God. Yer we
know from Scripture that {sod is Father, God is Jesus, and God is
Spurit. That does not mean that God is three, There is only one God
whom we fove and worship. So how can He be onc and yet three?

WHEN THREE EQUALS ONE

Accarding o the Bible, God is onc God who is three persons.
The term Trinity is used to describe this concept. When Jesus said
that we should go into all nations, making disciples, the three per-
sons of the Iminity are linked togerher: ... b1 the name of the Father
amid of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mart. 28:19).

The Bible alsa tells us, in the book of Genesis, thar God said,
“Let Us make man in Our tmage” (Gen, 1:26). When the world
was created, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spitit worked together to crcate the earth and all that is on ir.
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Kunowing God Through His Word

God the Father, God the Son, and Gaod the Holy Spirit always
were in existence.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are coequal, coeternal members.
Although this concept is not easy for us to understand, our God is
one essence cxisting in three distinct persons who share a divine
nature—God cur Father who is in Heaven, Gad the Son whom He
senit to earth, and God the Holy Spirt who dwells in eveey believer
who has been born again through faith in Jesns Christ.

The three are not three gods or three parts or expressions of
God, but arc three persons so completely united that they form the
one true and cternal God.' To fathom this, our minds and bearts
must he stretched o hold a greater God than we can even imagine!
God is so greac—our finite minds cannot casily understand. It some-
times helps to look at the things that He has created. In natuve, we
find things that take different forms and have different effects on
our senses, vet are still one.

For example, water takes on three different formy. Warer is con-
verted into an invisible vapor or gas (steam) by being heated. Ice is
the crystalline form of water made solid by cold temperatures. No
matter what its form (water, steam, or icel, it is still warer.

Another example fram nature is the sun. According fo sclentists,
no one has actually seen the sun becausc it is so powertul. When we
loak at the sun, we do not sce the star itself, but we can clearly see
the rays of sun that shine on the earth. From the sun itself, through
its rays, we have light and heat, and something mysterious makes
plants grow (through rthe process of photosynthesis). We can con-

L chude that the sun is the sun—one entity. Yet, the sun is light; the sun

is heat; the sun is growth-life. All of this is trve without contradic-

k- tion. It 15 still the sun.
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RUILDING YOUR LIFE on the RASIC TRUITHS of CHRLSTIANITY

Although these illustrations from creation may help us ro under-
stand the idea of God being One—Father, Jesus, Spint—ihey are not
enough. We cannor decide wha God 1s and what He is like based on
whal our eves see, onr ears hear, or our hands touch. We must put
our faith in God Himself. We must choosc what to believe about
Him based on His Word.

We must spend our lives secking Him and getting to know Him
betrer. We must read the Bible and do what ic says. How can we
understand Him without knowing and loving Him? How can we sec
Him without believing and obeying Him? No one person can fully
explain God to another. We must each seek Hlim and know Him:
“And without faith it 15 pepossible o please God, because awyone
i comes to Hin sust believe that He exists and that He rercards
those who eqrnestly seek Him™ (Heb, 17:6).

JESUS IS GOD

When we eamestly seek God, we find [1im through Jesus Christ.
Before getting into the cemainder of the chaprer, led’s look brietly at
the claims of Jesus. As Christians, we must believe that He 1s who
He said He 1s because it persuades vs af His deity,

Very few people will say that a man called Jesus of Nazarcth
never existed. There are many ancient weitings, both religious and
sccular, that confirm His place in history. There are many, however,
who will say that He was just a good man or a prophet. Many
believe that He was just 3 man, flesh and blaod, like the rest of us.
The teligious leaders of Jesus” generation thought the same, and they
wanted to stone Him. 'The things that Jesus said made them furiogs
isee John 10:24-38) because jesus boldly claimed that He was God,
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Knowing God Through [Tis Word

They accused ITim of blasphemy because only God has the right to
say that He is God.

How can we know that Jesus is who He claimed to be? Jesus®
answers to the stone-throwers pointed 1o four reasons thar we can
be certain Jesns is who He said Te is:

Seripture: Jesus continually pointed ro and affirmed the
Scripture. He knew the Scriptures and obeyed rhem. He fulfilled all
of the prophecies abour the Messiah,

Samskip: According to prophecies, Jesus was born of a virgin in
Bethlehem. Jesus called God “Father” and stressed His unique rela-
tionship as His only begorten Son.

Actions: Jesos told His accusers nor to believe Him unless He did
what His Father does. Jesus’ whole life was characrerized by a con-
stant awareness of the Father’s will. He said and did what the Father
said and did. Though many tricd o accuse Him, they never were
able to because He had done no wrong,.

Miracles: If none of that will persuade us o believe, the miracles
should. He restored sight to the cyes of a man born blind, He madc
the deaf hear and speak. He made the lame walk, cured lepers, and
made many other sick people well. Ldemons obeyed Him without
hesitation, knowing who He was. He had asthority over nature,
calming a starm with a word. 11e changed water 1o wine and multi-
: plied ane boy's lunch to feed thonsands. He walked on water. He
. made accurate predictions about what people would do and whar
pevents would take place. Greatest of all, Christ rose from the dead.
gDearh could not rule over Him! Jesus® resurrection is the real proof
and demonstraton of His deity.

; It is interescing to see that, with all of Jesus’ claims and with all
bf His power, 11e never denied that God is One. He simply said that




